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  GEORGIA BOARD OF PHARMACY 

2 MLK Jr. Drive, 11th Floor East Tower, Atlanta, GA 30341 

Minutes for June 18, 2025 Board Meeting 

Board Members present: Board Staff present: 

Cecil Cordle, PharmD, President Clint Joiner, Executive Director 

Young Chang, Vice-President 

Jim Bracewell  

Michael Brinson 

Michael Karnbach, Director, GDNA,  

Alec Mathis, Deputy Director, GDNA 

Kim Kaptain, Special Agent 

Young Chang 

Michael Farmer 

Chuck Page 

Dean Stone 

 

Kioma Coleman, GDNA 

Dowlin Ryals, Assistant Attorney General 

Itovia Evans, Deputy Director of Licensing 

Angela Johnson, Board Administrative 

Secretary 

Visitors:  

Brandon Brooks, Publix 

Helen Sloat, Nelson Mullins 

Jennifer Sain, Walgreens 

Heather Hughes, Publix 

Beth Jarrett, Walmart 

Ben Wright, Hudson Group  

Thomas Tucker, Cap City 

Eric Holgate 

Jordan Khali, UGA 

Kenneth Bailey, UGA Veterinary Teaching 

Hospital  

Jonathan Marquess, GPhA/ AIP 

Brad Bolton, Cardinal Health NPHS 

Mary Kate Snead, Guardian Pharmacy  

Keri Conley, GHA 

Kamryn Wham, GHA 

 

Open Session 

 

President Cordle established that a quorum was present and called the meeting to order at 9:01 a.m.  

 

President Cordle greeted the members of the public who were present.   

 

Approval of Minutes 

Mr. Stone made a motion to approve the Open and Executive Session minutes from the May 21, 

2025, meeting. Mr. Brinson seconded, and the Board voted unanimously in favor of the motion. 

 

Report of Licenses Issued 

Director Joiner reported that the Board has issued 323 licenses since the last meeting. He further 

specified that this count pertains solely to new licenses and does not encompass renewals. 

 

Mr. Stone made a motion to ratify the list of licenses issued. Mr. Farmer seconded the motion, and 

the Board voted unanimously in favor of the motion 

 

President Cordle announced that it is currently the renewal period for all Pharmacy Technicians. He 

clarified that the Board has waived the 20-hour continuing education (CE) requirement for all 

Pharmacy Technicians for this period, though immunizing technicians are still required by state law 

to complete 2 hours of CE. The CE question will remain on the application but will not be enforced 

for this renewal cycle. He also reminded everyone that Pharmacist licenses will be up for renewal 

next year.  

 

Mr. Chang and Mr. Brinson inquired about the current status of Pharmacy Technician renewals. 

Director Joiner reported that approximately 14,400 out of 28,000 technician renewals have been 

processed so far. He explained that this pace is typical, as licensees often delay renewals until closer 

to the deadline and confirmed that the department is meeting its advertised timelines for issuing new 
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licenses and managing flagged renewals. 

 

Petitions for Rule Waiver or Variance 

No requests were received for June. 

 

Correspondence 

Correspondence from Georgia Pharmacy Association (GPhA) concerning Smart Dispensing 

Lockers   

GPhA submitted feedback to the Board regarding the proposal to allow smart dispensing lockers to 

operate with licensed pharmacies. While acknowledging the intent to improve access in underserved 

areas, GPhA expressed strong concerns that this model could unintentionally reduce access to 

pharmacist care, harm community pharmacy sustainability, and negatively impact the pharmacist 

job market. They emphasized that pharmacists provide more than just medication; they offer 

essential clinical and relational care that cannot be replicated remotely. 

 

GPhA supports limited use of smart lockers when tied to a licensed pharmacy but warns against 

broadly removing restrictions without evidence of effectiveness or understanding of economic 

impacts. They urge the Board to proceed cautiously, ensuring that any new models enhance rather 

than replace pharmacist access and involvement. 

 

Mr. Page thanked GPhA for their letter and noted that the concept remains a work in progress. He 

and Mr. Brinson are currently refining the proposed rules and will bring the topic back to the Board 

for further discussion. He welcomed feedback and affirmed that all input will be considered during 

the rulemaking process. 

 

Correspondence from Mary Saxon with Quarles concerning Practitioner Dispensing Rules  

President Cordle asked if anyone was present on behalf of Quarles. It was established that a 

representative was not present. 

 

Ms. Saxon is seeking clarification on Georgia’s practitioner dispensing laws under O.C.G.A. §26-4-

130 and Ga. Comp. R. & Regs. 480-28 et seq. While it is understood that physicians can dispense 

their own prescriptions, the question is whether the law also permits a physician to dispense: 

1. Prescriptions written by another physician within the same practice group. 

2. Prescriptions from an APRN with delegated prescriptive authority via a nurse protocol 

agreement. 

3. Orders from certain nurse specialists (e.g., CRNA, CNP, or psychiatric CNS) without 

prescriptive authority but working under a nurse protocol agreement and supervision. 

 

Ms. Saxon is requesting clarification on whether these scenarios are compliant with Georgia’s 

practitioner dispensing requirements. 

Director Karnbach noted that during inspections, practitioner dispensing sites are treated like 

pharmacies, but decisions about prescription legitimacy fall under legal interpretation and not 

GDNA.  

Director Joiner explained that under Ga. Code § 26-4-130(b), only practitioners specifically 

defined—physicians, dentists, podiatrists, and veterinarians—are exempt from pharmacy licensure 

for dispensing. This excludes nurses. Therefore: 

• A physician cannot dispense a prescription written by another physician in the group. 

• A physician can dispense medication based on prescriptions from nurses or PAs under their 

supervision, as long as it falls under the supervising physician’s protocol. 
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The Board agreed with the interpretations and asked for the response to be prepared accordingly. 

President Cordle inquired whether the Medical Board should be copied. Director Joiner responded 

that while the Pharmacy Board has sole authority under Title 26, copying the Medical Board could 

be done as an FYI. Director Joiner advised that he would prepare the response.   

Georgia Drugs and Narcotics Agency – Mr. Michael Karnbach   

Director Karnbach introduced Special Agent Kim Kaptain and Ms. Kioma Coleman.  

 

Director Karnbach advised that GDNA’s new electronic system for pharmacy inspections has gone 

live. Inspections will now be emailed with electronic signatures, and pharmacists can specify their 

preferred email address for receiving these documents. This new system is expected to improve 

application processing times and enhance data tracking.  

Director Karnbach reported that GDNA has conducted 3,508 inspections year-to-date and received 

484 complaints year-to-date. He noted that while complaints are down 2% compared to last year,  

inspections have increased 10%. 

 

Director Karnbach highlighted a pressing need for guidance regarding business models that facilitate 

the sale of prescription medications between pharmacies, especially those crossing state lines. A 

primary concern for the GDNA is whether out-of-state pharmacies shipping into Georgia are required 

to hold a Georgia license, as current rules governing retail pharmacy-to-retail pharmacy transfers lack 

clarity on interstate transactions. 

 

The board expressed strong concerns about patient safety, product integrity, and accountability if 

out-of-state pharmacies are not licensed, especially given rising reports of counterfeit drugs.  

The Board discussed the possibility of creating a new license type for this scenario which would 

require legislative action. The Board determine that seeking legal guidance on how to move forward 

to protect public health without unduly impeding access to medications. Director Joiner suggested 

that he and  Director Karnbach should collaborate to formulate specific questions for the Attorney 

General's office.  

 

Given its complexities, the Board decided this topic requires further scrutiny and will be placed on a 

future agenda for discussion. 

 

Attorney General’s Report – Mr. Dowlin Ryals 

No Report.  

 

Executive Director’s Report – Mr. James Joiner 

Director Joiner formally recognized Ms. Kioma Coleman, on behalf of the Board, for all her hard 

work. He highlighted her indispensable role as a liaison between his staff and the GDNA staff, 

stating, "we appreciate all that you do.”  

 

Legal Services – Mr. James Joiner 

No Report. 

 

Miscellaneous 

Mr. Stone mentioned that he believes the data referenced in the GPhA correspondence discussed 

earlier was from a 2022 study from the University of Georgia College of Pharmacy titled "Mapping 

Georgia community pharmacies and safety net clinics and evaluation of healthcare utilization and 

care access points." 

He cited key findings from this study regarding accessibility: 

• Community Pharmacies: 78% of the population is within a 5-mile driving distance, and 
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95.07% is within a 15-minute drive time. 

• Safety Net Clinics: 47.004% of the population is within a 5-mile driving distance, and 

82.92% is within a 15-minute drive time. 

 

President Cordle expressed appreciation to Mr. Jonathan Marquess and GPhA for hosting the recent 

convention and thanked Director Joiner and GDNA for their participation in the recent GPhA 

convention, which provided valuable opportunities for direct engagement with pharmacists. 

 

Mr. Marquess expressed gratitude to the Board for dedicating their time to attending the meeting, 

highlighting that it resulted in the largest and most popular CE event. He commended Director 

Joiner and Director Karnbach, for their excellent job in addressing a wide range of questions and 

topics. It was noted that this was the first time in at least 20 years that the executive leadership had 

personally attended and addressed the group. 

 

Mr. Marquess also noted that Mr. Stone received the Bowl of Hygeia Award at the annual GPhA 

convention. This is GPhA's most prestigious honor, given to a pharmacist who has shown 

outstanding civic leadership in their community. 

 

President Cordle asked if anyone had any questions or comments. President Cordle reminded 

everyone that the next scheduled meeting of the Georgia State Board of Pharmacy will also include 

an agency review which will be held on Wednesday, July 23, 2025 at 9:00 a.m. at the Board’s office 

located at 2 Martin Luther King Jr Drive SE, East Tower, 11th floor, Atlanta, GA 30334.  

 

He requested that any department or member of the public that wishes to be added to an upcoming 

meeting must submit the information prior to the Wednesday before the scheduled meeting to be 

considered for the agenda. He thanked the public for their attendance and participation.   

 

Mr. Stone made a motion and Mr. Brinson seconded, and the Board voted to enter into Executive 

Session in accordance with O.C.G.A. § 43-1-19(h) and § 43-1-2(h) to deliberate and to receive 

information on applications, investigative reports, and the Assistant Attorney General’s report. 

Voting in favor of the motion were those present who included Jim Bracewell, Michael Brinson, 

Young Chang, Cecil Cordle, Michael Farmer, Chuck Page, and Dean Stone. 

 

Executive Session 

 

Appearances:   

MEB, CC, RHJ and LF 

 

Georgia Drugs and Narcotics Agency - Mr. Michael Karnbach 

No Report. 

 

Cognizant’s Report – Mr. Young Chang 

B35423 B35615 B35622 B35627 B35644 B35677 

B35700 B35730 B35733 B35736 B35776 A35779 

B35802 A35839 A35851 B35710 B35739 B35762 

B35751 B35792 B35789 B35803 B35813  

 

Attorney General’s Report – Mr. Dowlin Ryals, Assistant Attorney General 

 

Mr. Ryals presented the following consent orders for acceptance: 

WP MD RCP VQ VRD AJW 
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Status Open Cases  

ES AH / PAJ WP BTY CHED 

CP CP MA JJMI AM 

 

Executive Director’s Report – Mr. Clint Joiner 

WMS SP 

 

Legal Services – Mr. Clint Joiner 

No Report.  

 

Applications 

AB SQ LL KR NH BD NH 

MJ JMH SQB TR AC SW AW 

NBB JG SC DT MP TM KU 

TG JL AS JB TV DB SM 

AM MS AP AM CP JA JL 

WMS CW CP WSE ASA OI SC 

 

Correspondences/Requests 

AA AMI BDC BP BYM CMMP ES 

IP OOI OPI OPI PRNA AIS VCP 

FAI AP OS MMSI MMSI MMSI PL 

PL PDPC RL SHP SH WMOP CRI 

CL CNAL CNAL AHI MCP APL CWL 

AMS MOW CP MPI ABI VRL ACS 

SL AHII AHII AHII SL MC RC 

SL FPC DCI MMSI RVDS MDC GUI 

WG AGC CC CP CS CS CS 

CS CS CS MP AHI AHI EP 

EP LCR RR AA VA PPS MPB 

MCSP MCMDC CMP MMSI ECS TR DIAM 

MVS MMSG MMSI CMMP SP SS MMSI 

 

Miscellaneous 

CA DT JS HR NN ZS 

RT HS GPO EO CP PF 

GHL WP WP WP WP WP 

WP FCP     

 

At the close of the Executive Session, President Cordle declared the meeting to be back in Open 

Session. 

 

Open Session 

 

Mr. Brinson made a motion for the Board to take the following actions:  

 
Cognizant’s Report – Mr. Young Chang 

B35423 JCI NFH dba CP Letter of Concern to the Pharmacy 
B35615 BHR Continued to next meeting 
B35622 HD / DSG Letter of Concern to PIC 
B35627 CP / COK Misfill Guidance #1A 
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B35644 WG / RLD Misfill Guidance #1A 
B35677  KP / RG / MAB Misfill Guidance #1A for PIC and Staff 
B35700 JMCIL dba CP / MAB Misfill Guidance #1A 
B35730 KD / LMB Misfill Guidance #1A 
B35733 CP / BJ Misfill Guidance #1A 
B35736 CP / PAR Letter of Concern 
B35776 LWF dba LWC / MLC 

MD / VLR 

Unlicensed facility – Cease & Desist Letter; Close & Refer to 

Composite Medical Board 
A35779 MTSI Null & Void the Permit 
B35802 WG / ADL Misfill Guidance #1A 
A35839 FSCI Null & Void permit for this wholesaler 
A35851 API Close 
B35710 MCP / FP Close 
B35739 SP Close 
B35762 GPC Close 
B35751 CP Close 
B35792 WG Close 
B35789 PP Close 
B35803 SRL dba LSP Close 
B35813 CDSI Close 

 

Applications 
Licensee Type of License Status 

AB Pharmacy Technician Approve 

SQ Pharmacy Technician Approve 

LL Pharmacy Technician Approve 

KR Pharmacy Technician Tabled for additional information 

NH Pharmacy Technician Approve 

BD Pharmacy Technician Approve 

NH Pharmacy Technician Approve 

MJ Pharmacy Technician Approve 

JMH Pharmacy Technician Approve 

SQB Pharmacy Technician Approve 

TR Pharmacy Technician Tabled for additional information  

AC Pharmacy Technician Approve 

SW Pharmacy Technician Approve 

AW Pharmacy Technician Approve 

NBB Pharmacy Technician Approve 

JG Pharmacy Technician Approve 

SC Pharmacy Technician Approve 

DT Pharmacy Technician Approve 

MP Pharmacy Technician Approve 

TM Pharmacy Technician Approve 

KU Pharmacy Technician Approve 

TG Pharmacy Technician Approve 

JL Pharmacy Technician Approve 

AS Pharmacy Technician Approve 

JB Pharmacy Technician Approve 

TV Pharmacy Technician Approve 

DB Pharmacy Technician Approve 

SM Pharmacy Technician Approve 

AM Pharmacy Technician Approve 

ST Pharmacy Technician Approve 
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MS Pharmacist Approve 

AP Pharmacist Approve 

AM Pharmacist Cert. DTM Approve 

CP Pharmacist Cert. DTM Approve 

JA Pharmacist Cert. DTM Approve 

JL Nuclear Pharmacist Approve 

WMS DME Referring to AG’s office 

CW Retail Pharmacy Approve 

CP Retail Pharmacy Approve 

WSEL Retail Pharmacy Approve 

ASA Retail Pharmacy Approve 

OI Retail Pharmacy Approve 

SC Retail Pharmacy Approve 

 

Correspondences/Requests 

Notices of Discipline: The Board reviewed the notices and agreed that these notices, with the 

exception of VRL, to be taken as information only and that no further action is necessary at this 

time. VRL was referred to GDNA for further inquiry 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Miscellaneous  

CA Request for 5th attempt to take NAPLEX Approve 

DT Request to extend license through 7/31/2026 Approve 

JS Request to extend time to take MPJE through 6/30/2025 Approve 

JR Request for 4th attempt to take NAPLEX Approve 

NN Request for extension to take NAPLEX through 

12/31/2025 

Approve 

ZS Request to extend license through 9/30/2025 Approve 

RT Request for 5th attempt to take NAPLEX Approve 

JS Request to extend license through 9/30/2026 Approve 

GP Request for 5th attempt to take NAPLEX Approve 

EO Request for extension to take NAPLEX through 

7/32/2025 

Approve 

CP Requesting Clarification on the Board’s Denial of her 

Reinstatement 

Must apply for 

reinstatement first 

PF OMPE Complete – Requesting Appearance Approve for appearance 

GHL Remodel Approve 

WP Remodel Approve 

WP Remodel Approve 

WP Remodel Approve 

AA AMI BDC BP BYM CMMP ES 

IP OOI OPI OPI PRNA AIS VCP 

FAI AP OS MMSI MMSI MMSI PL 

PL PDPC RL SHP SH WMOP CRI 

CL CNAL CNAL AHI MCP APL CWL 

AMS MOW CP MPI ABI VRL ACS 

SL AHII AHII AHII SL MC RC 

SL FPC DCI MMSI RVDS MDC GUI 

WG AGC CC CP CS CS CS 

CS CS CS MP AHI AHI EP 

EP LCR RR AA VA PPS MPB 

MCSP MCMDC CMP MMSI ECS TR DIAM 

MVS MMSG MMSI CMMP SP SS MMSI 



 8 

WP Remodel Approve 

WP Remodel Approve 

FCP Remodel Approve 

 

Mr. Chang seconded, and the Board voted unanimously in favor of the motion. There being no 

further business to discuss, the meeting was adjourned at 2:42 p.m. 

 

The next scheduled meeting of the Georgia Board of Pharmacy will be held on Wednesday, July 23, 

at 9:00 a.m. at 2 MLK Jr., Drive, SE, 11th Floor, East Tower, Atlanta, GA 30334. 

 

Minutes recorded by Angela Johnson, Board Administrative Secretary 

Edited by J. Clinton Joiner, II, Executive Director  


