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August 12, 2026

Re: Definition of “Vaccine” in the Context of Administration Pursuant to a Protocol
Agreement

Dear Licensees:

The Georgia State Board of Pharmacy issues this letter to provide guidance to Georgia
pharmacies and pharmacists regarding the meaning of the term “vaccine” for purposes of
pharmacy vaccine administration under O.C.G.A. § 43-34-26.1 and a valid vaccine protocol
agreement. This guidance is intended to promote uniform compliance by pharmacists and
pharmacies and does not amend, expand, or replace the requirements of Georgia law, the rules
governing the practice of pharmacy, or any applicable federal requirements.

0.C.G.A. § 43-34-26.1(a)(9) defines “vaccine” to mean:

“(A) A vaccine that is included on the adult immunization schedule recommended by the
Advisory Committee on Immunization Practices (ACIP) of the federal Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention administered to an individual 18 years of age or older;
(B) An influenza vaccine administered to an individual 13 years of age or older; and
(C) Any vaccine administered to an individual 13 years of age or older for an illness that has
resulted in a public health emergency, as defined in Code Section 31-12-1.1.”

The Pharmacy Board interprets these three subparagraphs as separate and independent
categories. A vaccine may qualify under subparagraph (A), (B), or (C), provided that all other
requirements of O.C.G.A. § 43-34-26.1, applicable rules, and the applicable vaccine protocol
agreement are satisfied.

1. Vaccines included on the CDC/ACIP adult immunization schedule

A vaccine qualifies when it is included on the adult immunization schedule recommended by
ACIP of the CDC and is administered to an individual who is 18 years of age or older.

For purposes of this interpretation, “included on the adult immunization schedule” includes
vaccines appearing in the adult immunization schedule as authorized by ACIP, including
applicable tables, notes, and addenda or updates that are incorporated into the adult schedule.
Pharmacists should consult the current ACIP adult immunization schedule and applicable notes
at the time of administration.
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2. Influenza vaccines for individuals 13 years of age or older

The influenza vaccine administered to an individual who is 13 years of age or older, is expressly
authorized, provided that the vaccine is administered pursuant to a valid vaccine protocol
agreement and all other applicable requirements are met.

3. Public-health-emergency vaccines for individuals 13 years of age or older

This definition includes any vaccine administered to an individual who is 13 years of age or
older, when the vaccine is administered for an illness that has resulted in a public health
emergency, as that term is defined in O.C.G.A. § 31-12-1.1. The statute does not require the state
of emergency to be currently active. On March 14, 2020, Governor Brian Kemp declared a
Public Health State of Emergency related to COVID-19. The General Assembly concurred with
the Public Health State of Emergency on March 16, 2020. COVID-19 is an illness that has
resulted in a public health emergency and does fall within the definition of ‘vaccine’ for purposes
of O.C.G.A. § 43-34-26.1.

This interpretation concerns only the definition of “vaccine.” It does not waive or alter any other
requirement for vaccine administration. A pharmacist must continue to act under a valid vaccine
protocol agreement with a qualified physician, and the protocol must authorize the vaccines to be
administered.

Sincerely,

Joiner, II
Executive Director
Georgia State Board of Pharmacy
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